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1. FIRSTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE 
CONFERENCE ORGANISERS FOR THIS INVITATION TO 
SPEAK ON THE IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE OF 
VOLUNTARISM IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION – 
MALAYSIA’S EXPERIENCE  

 

2. ALTHOUGH TODAY EDUCATION IN MALAYSIA IS 
PROVIDED LARGELY BY THE GOVERNMENT AND TO A 
LESSER EXTENT BY THE PRIVATE FEE-CHARGING 
INSTITUTIONS, THERE WAS A TIME DURING THE 
COLONIAL PERIOD WHEN SOME SCHOOLS AND 
TRAINING ESTABLISHMENTS WERE OWNED AND RUN BY 
VOLUNTARY BODIES* 
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3. HOWEVER, MOST OF THE VOLUNTARY PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS WERE RUN BY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES 
WHOSE OBJECTIVE WAS NOT JUST TO PROVIDE 
EDUCATION BUT ALSO TO SPREAD THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION* BY TREATY WITH THE MALAY STATES THEY 
MAY NOT CONVERT MUSLIMS* THEY THEREFORE 
EXEMPTED THE MALAYS FROM CLASSES ON THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION* BUT IF THE MALAYS CHOSE TO 
THEY MAY ATTEND THOSE CLASSES* 

 

4. AS MALAYS ARE ALL MUSLIMS, THERE WERE 
ONLY VERY FEW MALAY STUDENTS IN THE MISSION-
RUN SCHOOLS* 

 

5. SCHOOLS RUN BY MUSLIM ORGANISATIONS 
WHETHER FEE PAYING OR NOT, MOSTLY CONFINED 
THEMSELVES TO TEACHING THE ISLAMIC RELIGION 
ONLY* EVEN IF THEY WISH TO TEACH THE SAME NON-
RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS AS THE OTHER SO-CALLED 
SECULAR SCHOOLS, THEY REALLY COULD NOT AS THEY 
HAD NO TEACHERS QUALIFIED TO DO SO* 

 

6. UNFORTUNATELY THOSE QUALIFYING ONLY IN 
RELIGION HAD FEW OPPRTUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT 
EXCEPT AS RELIGIOUS TEACHERS OR RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS OFFICIALS* 

 

7. ANOTHER BIG OBSTACLE TO THE PROVISION OF 
VOLUNTARY EDUCATION AMONG MUSLIMS WAS THEIR 
POVERTY* VERY FEW AMONG THEM OR THEIR 
ORGANISATIONS WERE RICH ENOUGH TO PROVIDE  
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FREE EDUCATION EVEN ON RELIGION* SCHOLARSHIPS 
WERE ALSO VERY FEW EXCEPT FOR THOSE OFFERED 
BY THE COLONIAL GOVERNMENT FOR EDUCATION IN 
THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS AND FOR TERTIARY 
EDUCATION ABROAD* 

 

8. GENERALLY SPEAKING VOLUNTARISM PLAYED 
ONLY A MINOR ROLE IN EDUCATION IN MALAYSIA 
WHEN IT WAS UNDER COLONIAL RULE* YET THE 
PEOPLE WERE VERY KEEN TO ACQUIRE A GOOD 
EDUCATION* THE RICH CHINESE AND SONS OF THE 
RULING FAMILIES OF THE MALAY STATES WENT FOR 
HIGHER EDUCATION ABROAD ON THEIR OWN OR WITH 
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT* 

 

9. MALAYSIA WAS AND IS A MULTIRACIAL 
COUNTRY* WHILE THE MALAYS WERE ALL MUSLIMS, 
THE CHINESE AND INDIANS WERE EITHER BUDDHISTS 
OR HINDUS* THERE WERE ALSO A FEW CONVERTS TO 
CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE CHINESE AND INDIANS* 

 

10. WHILE THE NON-MULSIMS WERE WILLING TO GO 
TO THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SCHOOLS RUN BY THE 
VOLUNTARY CHRISTIAN ORGANISATIONS VERY FEW 
MALAY MUSLIMS SENT THEIR CHILDREN TO THESE 
SCHOOLS* 

 

11. THE FEAR OF BEING CONVERTED WAS QUITE 
UNJUSTIFIED* NO MALAY CHILDREN HAS EVER 
EMBRACED CHRISTIANITY THROUGHOUT THE MORE 
THAN 200 YEARS OF COLONIAL RULE* 
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12. STILL, BECAUSE SO FEW MALAYS WENT TO THE 
MISSION SCHOOLS, THE NUMBER OF EDUCATED 
MUSLIMS, DESPITE THE AVAILABILITY OF 
GOVERNMENT ENGLISH SCHOOLS, WAS SMALL 
COMPARED TO THE NON-MALAYS* THIS WAS TO PROVE 
TO BE A GREAT DISADVANTAGE FOR THE MALAY 
MUSLIMS DURING THE COLONIAL ERA*  

 

13. NOT ONLY WERE THEY LESS INVOLVED IN 
BUSINESS BUT VERY-VERY FEW COULD ENTER THE 
PROFESSION* THE GREAT DIVIDE BETWEEN THEM AND 
THE NON-MUSLIM CHINESE AND INDIANS PROVED VERY 
DIFFICULT TO OVERCOME* IN FACT IT CONTRIBUTED 
TOWARDS RACIAL INEQUALITIES AND TENSIONS IN 
MALAYSIA TO THIS DAY* 

14. EDUCATION DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD WAS 
NOT COMPULSORY EVEN FOR VERNACULAR 
EDUCATION* THERE WERE MALAY PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
SET UP BY THE GOVERNMENT BUT THESE WERE NOT 
ABLE TO CATER FOR THE NEEDS OF THE MALAY 
POPULATION* EDUCATION IN THESE VERNACULAR 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS WAS FREE* THE LEVEL WAS LOW 
SO THAT THOSE COMPLETING THE PRIMARY 
EDUCATION COULD ONLY WORK AS PRIMARY 
SCHOOLTEACHERS OR CLERKS IN GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES* 

15. THE BIG EUROPEAN FIRMS REFUSED TO EMPLOY 
THEM AS ALL BUSINESS WAS CARRIED OUT IN ENGLISH* 
MANY OF THESE STUDENTS JOINED THE POLICE FORCE 
OR WORKED AS MANUAL WORKERS OR DRIVERS* 

16. THE CHINESE PRIMARY SCHOOLS USED CHINESE 
AS TEACHING MEDIUM* ONE OR TWO OF THESE 
SCHOOLS PROVIDED SECONDARY EDUCATION* THE 
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SCHOOLS WERE OWNED BY THE CHINESE COMMUNITY 
AND DID NOT RECEIVE GOVERNMENT AID* 

17. THIS THEN WAS THE SITUATION WHEN MALAYSIA 
BECAME INDEPENDENT IN 1957* AS THE INDEPENDENCE 
STRUGGLE WAS LEAD BY THE FEW MALAYS WHO HAD 
HAD ENGLISH EDUCATION WITH SOME GRADUATING 
FROM UNIVERSITIES IN ENGLAND, THEIR FIRST 
PRIORITY WAS EDUCATION* 

18. THERE WAS ONLY ONE UNIVERSITY WITH 
FACULTIES CONCENTRATED ON THE ARTS* MOST OF 
THE PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINES AND SCIENCE WERE 
NOT AVAILABLE* 

19. GETTING TERTIARY EDUCATION INVOLVED 
GOING TO UNIVERSITIES IN ENGLAND, AUSTRALIA, NEW 
ZEALAND AND INDIA* EGYPT’S AL-AZHAR WAS THE 
CHOICE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION*  

20. THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT IMMEDIATELY 
PROVIDED A HUGE NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS TO THE 
UNIVERSITIES ABROAD* SINCE THE MALAYS WERE 
EDUCATIONALLY BACKWARD AS COMPARED TO THE 
CHINESE AND INDIANS, MOST OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS 
WERE FOR MALAYS* 

21. THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE SCHOLARSHIP 
SCHEMES WAS TO PRODUCE OFFICERS TO REPLACE 
THE BRITISH OFFICERS IN THE GOVERNMENT* THE 
ARTS GRADUATES JOINED THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICE WHILE THE PROFESSIONALS FILLED THE JOBS 
LEFT VACANT BY THE BRITISH IN THE MEDICAL, 
HEALTH, ENGINEERING, AGRICULTURAL AND 
VETERINARY SERVICES* 

22. DESPITE THEIR EDUCATIONAL BACKWARDNESS 
THE MALAYS QUICKLY LEARNED THE ESSENTIALS OF 
ADMINISTRATION AND FOUND NO DIFFICULTY TAKING 
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OVER FROM THE BRITISH OFFICERS* ALL OF THEM 
WERE ENGLISH EDUCATED AND THE ADMINISTRATION 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM ACTUALLY IMPROVED 
AFTER THEY TOOK OVER* 

23. BUT THE DEMAND FOR EDUCATION AND FOR 
EDUCATED PERSONNEL GREW RAPIDLY ALL THE TIME* 
THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT DREW UP A 
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION POLICY AND PROVIDED 
FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS FROM THE KINDERGARTEN 
LEVEL RIGHT UP TO THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL* MORE 
SCHOLARSHIPS WERE PROVIDED* 

24. TECHNICAL FACULTIES WERE SOON ABLE TO 
PRODUCE THE NECESSARY OFFICERS FOR THE 
INCREASING DEMAND FOR TECHNICAL PERSONNEL* 
STILL THE COUNTRY COULD NOT MEET THE DEMAND* 
WHILE THE PHYSICAL AMENITIES COULD BE PROVIDED 
THE STAFFING PROVED DIFFICULT* AND SO MORE 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES HAD TO BE 
PROVIDED* 

25. UNABLE TO FIND ENOUGH PLACES IN THE 
COUNTRIES WHERE THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION WAS 
ENGLISH, STUDENTS FROM MALAYSIA HAD TO LEARN 
OTHER EUROPEAN LANGUAGES AND JAPANESE SO AS 
TO GAIN ENTRANCE INTO THESE NON-ENGLISH 
FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES* 

26. THE GOVERNMENT MADE SURE THAT THE 
TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS OFFERED BY ALL 
FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES ARE OF WORLD STANDARD* AS 
MORE AND MORE PRIVATE STUDENTS GO ABROAD, THE 
BASIC QUALIFICATION OF MALAYSIAN STUDENTS WERE 
ALSO MADE TO CONFORM TO WORLD STANDARDS* 

27. IN 1970 THE GOVERNMENT DECIDED THAT THE 
MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN ALL GOVERNMENT 
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SCHOOLS SHOULD BE IN THE MALAY LANGUAGE 
INSTEAD OF ENGLISH* THIS POSED QUITE A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM PARTICULARLY AT THE TERTIARY LEVELS 
AND POST-GRADUATE LEVELS* NEVERTHELESS 
STANDARDS WERE MANTAINED AT THE PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY LEVELS* BESIDES THE TEACHING OF THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE REMAINED MADE PART OF THE 
CURRICULUM FROM THE PRIMARY SCHOOL LEVEL* 

28. TWO PROBLEMS AROSE WHICH TENDED TO 
UNDERMINE THE EDUCATIONAL USE OF ENGLISH* 
FIRSTLY SINCE MALAY IS THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE 
AND ENGLISH IS NOT COMPULSORY, MALAY STUDENTS 
IN PARTICULAR TEND TO IGNORE THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE* THE SECOND PROBLEM IS THE 
ACQUISITION OF SCIENTIFIC AND MATHEMATICAL 
KNOWLEDGE* 

29. THESE TWO SUBJECTS ARE CONSTANTLY 
UNDERGOING RAPID DEVELOPMENT* TREMENDOUS 
ADVANCEMENTS ARE BEING MADE ALMOST EVERYDAY 
AS RESEARCHERS DISCOVER NEW SCIENTIFIC 
KNOWLEDGE* EVERYDAY SCORES OF NEW PAPERS ARE 
WRITTEN ABOUT THESE NEW DISCOVERIES* ALMOST 
ALL OF THEM ARE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH* WHAT IS 
WORSE IS THAT THE TECHNICAL LANGUAGE IN THESE 
PAPERS REQUIRE FAIRLY ADVANCED KNOWLEDGE IN 
THE SUBJECT IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THEM* 

30. TRANSLATING THEM REQUIRE THREE SKILLS* 
FIRST THERE MUST BE SKILL IN ENGLISH* SECOND, 
SKILL IN THE MALAY LANGUAGE AND THIRDLY, 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT TO BE TRANSLATED, NOT 
JUST IN UNDERSTANDING GENERAL SCIENCE BUT 
UNDERSTANDING THE PARTICULAR SCIENTIFIC 
DISCIPLINE* 
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31. IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND MANY PEOPLE WITH 
THESE THREE QUALIFICATIONS* WITHOUT GOOD 
TRANSLATIONS THE STUDENTS W HO DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND ENGLISH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO LEARN 
THE CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH PAPER* THE 
MALAYSIANS WOULD BE BACKWARD IN THE NEW 
KNOWLEDGE THAT IS SO IMPORTANT TO THE 
COUNTRY* 

32. THAT IS WHY RECENTLY THE GOVERNMENT 
DECIDED THAT SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS WOULD BE 
TAUGHT IN ENGLISH* 

33. IF I MAY I WOULD LIKE TO REMIND US ALL THAT 
THE MUSLIMS WERE THE MOST ADVANCED PEOPLE IN 
SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, MEDICINE, ASTRONOMY ETC 
DURING THE EARLY CENTURIES OF THE THE ISLAMIC 
CIVILISATION* THEY LEARNT FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN 
ORDER TO ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE PIONEERED BY 
THESE NON-ARAB SPEAKING PEOPLE* IT SHOULD BE 
REMEMBERED THAT THE JAHILIAH WHO CONVERTED 
TO ISLAM WERE SO CALLED BECAUSE THEY WERE 
IGNORANT AND HAD LITTLE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR 
OWN* YET OBEYING THE INJUNCTION OF ISLAM THEY 
STARTED SEARCHING FOR KNOWLEDGE* AS A RESULT 
THE ISLAMIC CIVILISATION BECAME NOTED FOR THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT ITS SCIENTISTS, MATHEMATICIANS, 
PHYSICIANS, ASTRONOMERS HAD* 

34. GREAT LIBRARIES WERE BUILT IN CITIES LIKE 
CORDOBA AND BAGHDAD* THE EUROPEANS HAD TO 
LEARN ARABIC IN ORDER TO GAIN ACCESS TO THIS 
VAST STORE OF KNOWLEDGE INCLUDING THOSE 
PIONEERED BY THE GREEKS* 

35. WE KNOW OF COURSE THAT TODAY THE 
MUSLIMS ARE FAR BEHIND IN THESE FIELDS OF 
KNOWLEDGE* AND WE ALSO KNOW THAT OUR ISLAMIC 



 

 

9 

CIVILISATION IS NO LONGER AS FAR AHEAD OF THE 
EUROPEAN CIVILISATION AS IT WAS DURING THE DAYS 
OF THE GREAT MUSLIM SCHOLARS* 

36. THE REASON FOR THIS WAS BECAUSE IN THE 15TH 
CENTURY OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA, THE MUSLIMS WERE 
TOLD, I.E. FATWAS WERE ISSUED WHICH PRACTICALLY 
CONDEMNED KNOWLEDGE THAT WERE NOT 
EXCLUSIVELY ABOUT ISLAM* THIS FATWA WAS 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY THE REGRESSION OF THE 
MUSLIMS* 

37. ON THE OTHER HAND THE EUROPEANS LEARNT 
ARABIC AND GAINED ACCESS TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE MUSLIMS AND TO THE BOOKS IN THE LIBRARIES OF 
ISLAMIC CITIES* WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE THEIR 
CIVILISATION ADVANCED RAPIDLY AS THEY WENT ON 
TO RESEARCH AND DEVELOP NEW KNOWLEDGE* 

38. MALAYSIAN EDUCATIONISTS KNOWING ABOUT 
THIS WERE DETERMINED THAT AS MUSLIMS THEY 
MUST REGAIN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HAD BEEN LOST 
TO THE EUROPEANS* THEY WANT TO KEEP ABREAST OF 
THE NEW KNOWLEDGE, ESPECIALLY SCIENTIFIC AND 
MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE EUROPEANS 
ARE DISCOVERING* 

39. TODAY IN MALAYSIA THE EDUCATIONAL 
EMPHASIS IS ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY* SPECIAL 
UNIVERSITIES ARE SET UP WHICH SPECIALISES IN 
THESE SUBJECTS* STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
TAKE UP THESE SUBJECTS INSTEAD OF THE ARTS* 

40. WE ALSO STRESS THAT KNOWLEDGE IS ONLY 
WORTHWHILE IF IT IS APPLIED FOR THE BETTERMENT 
OF OUR LIVES* KNOWLEDGE IS NOT A BADGE THAT 
YOU WEAR ON YOUR CHEST* IT IS NOT WORTHWHILE 
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GETTING A DEGREE IF YOU DO NOT MAKE USE OF THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT HAS BEEN ACQUIRED*  

41. AS YOU CAN SEE WE ARE NO LONGER THINKING 
ABOUT VOLUNTARISM IN EDUCATION* THAT WAS 
USEFUL AND NECESSARY BEFORE* BUT TODAY 
EDUCATION IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY* AND 
GOVERNMENTS MUST PROVIDE FOR EDUCATION AS A 
PRIORITY* WE CANNOT WAIT FOR PEOPLE TO 
VOLUNTARILY PROVIDE EDUCATION OR FOR STUDENTS 
I.E. YOUNG PEOPLE ESPECIALLY TO VOLUNTEER TO 
STUDY* EDUCATION MUST BE COMPULSORY FOR 
EVERYONE* THERE MUST BE LIFELONG EDUCATION* 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS MUST BE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENTS TO PROVIDE* THE 
TEACHING MUST NOT BE PROVIDED BY VOLUNTEERS* 
TEACHERS MUST BE TRAINED AND BE WELL PAID*   

42. OF COURSE WE MUST NOT NEGLECT THE STUDY 
OF OUR RELIGION* BUT THE ACQUISITON OF 
KNOWLEDGE IN OTHER FIELDS MUST NOT BE 
NEGLECTED BY MUSLIM COMMUNITIES EITHER* 

43. THE QURAN INDIRECTLY ENJOINS MUSLIMS TO 
STUDY SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS ETC* FOR EXAMPLE, AS 
MUSLIMS WE ARE ENJOINED TO PREPARE TO DEFEND 
OURSELVES* IN THE DAYS OF THE PROPHET THAT 
MEANT HAVING BOWS AND ARROWS, WAR HORSES, 
SWORDS AND SHIELDS* THESE WERE THE WEAPONS OF 
DEFENCE OF THAT AGE* 

44. TODAY THESE WEAPONS WIL NOT ENABLE US TO 
PERFORM OUR OBLIGATION TO THE INJUNCTION OF 
THE QURAN TO DEFEND OURSELVES* TO DEFEND 
OURSELVES WE NEED TANKS AND WARPLANES AND 
BATTLESHIPS AND GUNS AND BALLISTIC MISSILE AND 
LOTS MORE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS* TYING A BOMB 
TO OUR BODIES AND BLOWING OURSELVES UP IS 
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PRIMITIVE AND WILL NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO DEFEND 
OURSELVES* 

45. WE CAN BUY ALL THESE WEAPONS OF COURSE 
BUT OUR ENEMIES WILL NOT SELL TO US THE WEAPONS 
WHICH CAN HELP DEFEAT THEM* WE HAVE TO DO 
RESEARCH, DESIGN, TEST AND PRODUCE OUR OWN 
WEAPONS OF A QUALITY AND CAPACITY TO 
SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST THE 
ENEMY* 

46. TO DO THIS WE NEED SCIENTIFIC, 
MATHEMATICAL AND OTHER KNOWLEDGE* THESE ARE 
NOT SECULAR KNOWLEDGE BECAUSE WE NEED THEM 
TO OBEY THE INJUNCTIONS OF THE QURAN* SO THE 
ACQUISITON OF THIS KNOWLEDGE AND THE RESEARCH 
THAT  WE HAVE TO DO ARE REALLY MEANT TO ENABLE 
US TO DEFEND OURSELVES AS ENJOINED BY THE 
QURAN* IT IS REALLY A PART OF FARDHU KIFAYAH* 
WE WOULD BE SINNING IF WE DON’T HAVE THE 
KNOWLEDGE TO DEFEND OURSELVES* 

47. IN ISLAM THERE IS NO KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS 
SECULAR* ALL KNOWLEDGE INCLUDING RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE ARE WAJIB, COMPULSORY IN THE 
FULFILLMENT OF OUR OBLIGATIONS TO THE UMMAH* 

48. IF WE UNDERSTAND THAT LEARNING THESE ARE 
ENJOINED BY ISLAM, WE WOULD BE MORE READY TO 
LEARN AND MORE IMPORTANTLY WE WOULD BE MORE 
WILLING TO TEACH THEM EVEN IF WE ARE NOT PAID 
TO DO SO* IN OTHER WORDS WE SHOULD TRY TO MAKE 
THESE KNOWLEDGE AVAILABLE TO MUSLIMS BY 
BUILDING SCHOOLS, TRAINING TEACHERS, CARRY OUT 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT VOLUNTARILY* 

49. THE RICH AMONG US, AND ALLAH KNOWS HOW 
MUCH HE HAS ENRICHED US; THE RICH AMONG US 
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MUST VOLUNTARILY EXPAND THEIR WEALTH IN 
PROVIDING ALL THE FACILITIES FOR ACQUIRING THIS 
KNOWLEDGE* 

50. MANY AMONG THE RICH BELIEVE THAT THEY 
SHOULD VOLUNTARILY GIVE THEIR MONEY ONLY FOR 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION* THEY BELIEVE THEY CAN 
ONLY GAIN MERIT FOR THE AFTERLIFE BY DOING THIS* 
BUT BY LIMITING THEMSELVES TO FINANCING ONLY 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS THEY ARE NOT 
HELPING TO FULFILL THE INJUNCTION TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES AND TO LIVE THE MUSLIM WAY OF LIFE* 

51. SOME MUSLIM COUNTRIES ARE RICH AND THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS CAN AFFORD TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
FACILITIES TO ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE THAT I HAD 
MENTIONED* 

52. BUT THE MUSLIMS ALL BELONG TO ONE UMMAH, 
ONE MUSLIM COMMUNITY* WHETHER THEY ARE 
ARABS OR MALAYS OR AFRICANS, IF THEY ARE 
MUSLIMS THEY ARE ALL OUR BROTHERS* IT IS 
THEREFORE OUR DUTY TO PROVIDE FOR THE POOR 
MUSLIMS NOT ONLY IN OUR OWN COUNTRIES BUT IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES AS WELL* 

53. I DISLIKE MAKING COMPARISONS BUT WE KNOW 
THAT THE CHRISTIANS GIVE FREELY OF THEIR 
WEALTH TO CHRISTIAN MISSIONS FOR THEIR 
SCHOOLS* MORE THAN THAT THEY ARE READY TO GO 
TO ANY PLACE IN THE WORLD, WHERE LIFE MAY BE 
VERY UNCOMFORTABLE, IN ORDER TO BRING NOT JUST 
RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS BUT ALSO OTHER FIELDS OF 
KNOWLEDGE* 

54. THE TEACHING STAFF IN ALL THESE MISSION 
SCHOOLS WERE AND ARE VOLUNTEERS* THEY OFTEN 
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RISK GREAT DANGER TO THEIR LIVES* THEIR LIVES 
ARE A CONTINUOUS SERIES OF VOLUNTARY WORK* 

55. WE CANNOT SAY THAT ISLAM DOES NOT REQUIRE 
SUCH VOLUNTARY SACRIFICES OF MONEY AND LIFE IN 
ORDER TO EQUIP THE POOR MUSLIMS WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THEY REQUIRE IN ORDER TO FULFILL 
THEIR OBLIGATION TO THEIR RELIGION* 

56. OBVIOUSLY IT DOES AND THERE ARE MANY 
VERSES IN THE QURAN WHICH ENJOINS UPON US TO 
MAKE SACRIFICES FOR OUR OWN GOOD AND FOR THE 
UMMAH* INDEED MAKING SACRIFICES IS ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT TENETS OF ISLAM* TO VOLUNTEER 
IS ESSENTIALLY TO MAKE SACRIFICE* AND THEREFORE 
VOLUNTARISM IS A PART OF THE TEACHINGS OF 
ISLAM* 

57. THAT IS WHY MALAYSIA HAS SUCH VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS AS MERCY MALAYSIA* WHEN ACHEH 
WAS HIT BY THE TSUNAMI, MALAYSIAN VOLUNTEERS 
WENT TO HELP NOT ONLY IN PROVIDING MEDICAL AND 
OTHER AID BUT TO REBUILD THE SCHOOLS WHICH 
WERE DESTROYED AND TRAIN THE TEACHERS TO 
REPLACE THOSE WHO HAD BEEN KILLED* 

58. THERE ARE SIMILAR VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS IN MANY MUSLIM COUNTRIES AND 
ALSO IN THE MUSLIM COMMUNITIES IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES* 

59. UNFORTUNATELY THE EDUCATION PROVIDED IS 
USUALLY IN RELIGION AND BASIC SCIENCES ONLY* 

60. WE NEED THE RICH MUSLIMS TO VOLUNTEER TO 
SET UP UNIVERSITIES ALL OVER THE MUSLIM WORLD 
AND ALSO IN THE NON-MUSLIM COUNTRIES WHERE 
MUSLIMS HAVE SETTLED DOWN* THE UNIVERSITIES 
MUST PROVIDE THE SO-CALLED SECULAR KNOWLEDGE 
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THOUGH RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE  MUST ALSO BE 
INCLUDED* THEY MUST ADMIT NON-MUSLIMS AS 
WELL* 

61. THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SET UP THE 
MALAYSIAN INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 
WHERE RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE IS COMPULSORY TO A 
CERTAIN LEVEL BUT ALL STUDENTS MUST STUDY THE 
SCIENCES, ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE, 
ACCOUNTANCY ETC* 

62. SCHOLARSHIPS WERE OFFERED TO FOREIGN 
MUSLIMS FROM OVER 90 COUNTRIES* BUT THE 
DEMAND IS FOR MORE SCHOLARSHIPS* THOSE ABLE TO 
AFFORD SHOULD PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 
POOR MUSLIMS IN THE WORLD* 

63. WHAT IS NEEDED IS A CHAIN OF SUCH 
UNIVERSITIES TO PROVIDE RELIGIOUS AND OTHER 
KNOWLEDGE TO BE RUN BY MUSLIM VOLUNTARY 
BODIES* PERHAPS SOME WOULD SAY THAT WE ARE 
COPYING THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONS* BUT CAN WE SAY 
THAT ALLAH HAS GIVEN THEM A MONOPOLY OF SUCH 
ORGANISATIONS AND SUCH VOLUNTARY ACTIVITIES? 
SURELY NOT* 

64. WE HAVE A LARGE NUMBER OF MADRASAHS IN 
MANY MUSLIM COUNTRIES INCLUDING MALAYSIA* 
THEY ARE ALMOST ALL VERY POORLY EQUIPPED* THE 
METHOD OF TEACHING IS ARCHAIC AND THEY OF 
COURSE PROVIDE EDUCATION IN RELIGION ONLY* 

65. THERE SEEMS TO BE A BELIEF THAT SITTING ON 
THE FLOOR AROUND A TEACHER IN THE MOSQUE IS 
ONE OF THE SUNNAH OF THE PROPHET* WE HAVE 
MISSED THE POINT AS WE DO ON THE NEED FOR 
DEFENCE* WHAT IS ENJOINED BY OUR RELIGION IS THE 
ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE, NOT SITTING 
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UNCOMFORTABLY ON THE FLOOR AROUND A TEACHER 
WITH DUBIOUS QUALIFICATION* IT IS THE 
ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS IMPORTANT 
FOR ONLY WITH KNOWLEDGE, BOTH RELIGIOUS AND 
NON-RELIGIOUS WILL WE MUSLIMS BE ABLE TO 
FULFILL OUR OBLIGATIONS TO ISLAM AND THE 
UMMAH* 

66. WE NEED VOLUNTARISM BECAUSE WE CANNOT 
ALWAYS LEAVE THINGS TO THE GOVERNMENT TO 
FULFILL OUR OBLIGATIONS TO RELIGION FOR 
OURSELVES AS INDIVIDUALS OR AS MEMBERS OF THE 
MUSLIM COMMUNITY, THE UMMAH* WE MUST ADMIT 
THAT VOLUNTARISM IS LACKING AMONG MUSLIMS* 
YES WE GIVE OUT ZAKAT AND SEDEKAH BUT OUR 
OBJECTIVE IS LIMITED* IN THIS DAY AND AGE OUR 
ZAKAT SHOULD BE FOR THE GOOD OF NOT JUST A FEW 
AROUND US BUT FOR THE WHOLE MUSLIM COMMUNITY 
IN THE WORLD* 

67. AND WHEN ZAKAT AND SEDEKAH ARE FOR THE 
GOOD OF THE WHOLE MUSLIM COMMUNITY IT MUST BE 
REGARDED AS FARDHU KIFAYAH* IT WILL ABSOLVE 
THE WHOLE MUSLIM WORLD FROM FAILING TO OBEY 
THE INJUNCTIONS OF ALLAH* WE WILL ALL BE FREED 
FROM THE SINS OF IGNORING THE WELL-BEING OF THE 
MUSLIM UMMAH* 

68. WE MUST PROVIDE MOSQUES IN THE POOR 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES FOR THE MUSLIMS TO PRAY BUT 
THAT ALONE CANNOT BE ENOUGH* WE MUST PROVIDE 
THE EDUCATION THAT IN THE END WILL ENSURE 
MUSLIM CAPACITY TO DEFEND THEMSELVES NOT JUST 
IN WAR BUT IN OTHER FIELDS AS WELL* IF THEY ARE 
EDUCATED AND BETTER ABLE TO COMPETE WITH THE 
NON-MUSLIMS, THEIR FAITH OR IMAN WOULD BE 
STRONGER* IF THEY ARE WEAK AND POOR THEY 
WOULD EITHER LOSE FAITH OR THEY MIGHT RESORT 
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TO TERRORISM AND OTHER NON-ISLAMIC ACTIVITIES 
IN ORDER TO SATISFY THEIR ANGER 

69. INSHA’ALLAH, WITH THESE VOLUNTARY AND 
OBLIGATORY FULFILLMENT OF OUR OBLIGATION IN 
EDUCATION WE MAY HELP IN THE RESURRECTION OF 
THE GREAT MUSLIM CIVILISATION* 

 

70. SYUKRAN* 

 

 

 

 


