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	Knowledge Sharing Workshop: ‘Achieving Excellence in S&T Higher Education’

2-4 November 2009G, Al-Akhawayn University, Ifrane, Morocco



Presentation Note

Background on the Program “Achieving Excellence in S&T Higher Education”
Education in general and higher education in particular is the driving force for building a knowledge society through the development of scientific human resources, impart appropriate technological skills, knowledge and attitudes as well as forming the basis for developing innovation.


Despite the fact that the Muslim world is blessed with enormous natural resources and the quest for knowledge is a pillar of the Islamic Faith, Higher Education in the Muslim World is faced with great challenges such as lack of financing, staff development, skill-based training, quality of teaching and scarcity of research fund. Also, many developing countries members of the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) are unfortunately lagging behind industrialized nations in education in general and tertiary education and in science & technology (S&T) in particular. As a result, the 57 predominantly Muslim countries that have about 23% of the world's total population have less than 1% of its scientists who generate less than 5% of its science and make barely 0.1 % of the world's original research discoveries each year. The Islamic countries have a negligible percentage of patent registrations in US, Europe and Japan. Even more serious is the fact that the Research and Development manpower of Muslim countries is only 1.18% of the total science and technology manpower.


To help improve that situation, the 3rd Extraordinary Session of the OIC Summit (Makkah; December 2005) addressed very seriously the areas of Education, Science and Technology particularly the "low level of contributions towards S&T, specially in the area of R&D; the weak  quality education and other flaws in the education system, and the failure to generate creative and innovative ideas". 


In the same line, the IDB 1440H Vision has identified education as one of its Strategic Thrusts. The Quick Win Program for Achieving Excellence in S&T Higher Education was developed with the objective of building and retaining a critical mass of world-class scientists and technologists in targeted Science and Technology areas; and promoting relevant research and development outcomes as well as improving and reforming the educational institutions in order to facilitate IDB member countries participation in the knowledge-based economy. To this end, Roadmaps for achieving excellence in S& T Higher Education had to be developed to improve the ways in which knowledge is produced, managed, disseminated, accessed and controlled.

Objective and Content of the Program “Achieving Excellence in S&T Higher Education”
The objective of the Program is to provide Higher Education policy and decision makers in IDB member countries with reference roadmaps for achieving and sustaining excellence in higher education, that is benchmarked against the top World universities in areas of Science & Technology and relevant to their national development plans.

These reference roadmaps, or “guidebooks”, will also facilitate the development of remedial projects by the national education authorities; such projects can then be presented to development financing institutions-including the IDB- and other sources of funding.

The first phase of the Program includes the following steps:

1. The preparation of draft General Roadmap for achieving excellence in Higher Education;
2. The preparation of three Sector Roadmaps for achieving excellence in S&T Higher Education in three specific sectors: Agriculture, Information and Communication Technology(ICT) and Nanotechnology;
3. Suggesting leading educational institutions in science and technology areas that may participate in the pilot implementation project(s) and will benefit from the experience of world-class institutions;
4. The convening of a Knowledge Sharing Workshop where the  Roadmaps will be discussed and validated by qualified representatives of the national education authorities, selected reference institutions of excellence, and international partners;

5. The distribution of the final copy of the General Roadmap and the three Sector Roadmaps to the concerned national and regional authorities in Member Countries.

The following phases of the Program will include the identification, appraisal and implementation of projects to implement the Roadmaps in OIC education institutions through assistance from financing institutions-including the IDB- based on the request of the concerned countries and the procedure of each financial institution. 

The Knowledge Sharing Workshop

In the context of implementing the IDB Program for Achieving Excellence in Higher Education, Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane (AUI), Morocco, and the Islamic Development Bank, will be organizing a Knowledge Sharing Workshop from 2 to 4 November 2009 at AUI.  
The workshop will bring together participants from government institutions, throughout the Islamic world (countries of the Organization of Islamic Conference, OIC), as well as experts and specialists from OIC and non-OIC leading educational institutions to explore the topic “Achieving Excellence in S&T Higher Education”.  

The goal of the workshop will be to discuss and validate Roadmaps towards “Achieving Excellence in Science and Technology Higher Education in Islamic Countries”, including a General Roadmap and three Sector Roadmaps focusing on the areas of Nanotechnology (in the Asia region), Information and Computer Technology (in the Arab region), and Agriculture (in the Africa region).  
Consultants have prepared in advance drafts of the four Roadmaps, which will be discussed and expanded by the Workshop’s participants. The Roadmaps will provide recommendations of approaches to be applied in order to develop strong educational programs in the corresponding areas.

Participants in the Workshop will come from: Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sudan, Turkey, and Uganda. Representatives from these countries will present information on the current state of scientific and technical education in their respective countries.  In addition, eight university representatives (from inside the OIC as well as outside) will discuss their experiences and best practices in implementing science and technology education.
The final Roadmaps will be published and distributed in order to spur development and assist countries throughout the region in improving scientific education.
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