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| 8 The Rationale

1. The world is undergoing a new industrial revolution — ‘the Knowledge Revolution™ -
fuelled by the pace of technological change. Research and development (R&D) is at the helm of
scientific and technological progress and is key to increasing productivity, exploiting growth
opportunities in emerging markets and creating knowledge-driven competitive advantage.
Science, technology and innovation (ST1) has not only resulted in great technological advances
that influence our daily lives, but has also transformed whole socicties and lified hundreds of
millions of people out of poverty. Africa is the only region vet to fully exploit the great potential
of using science and technology as an engine of growth and development.

2 ECA promotes and facilitates implementation of the 2005 Consolidated Plan of Action of
the African Union Commission (AUC) within the framework of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD). This Plan calls for utilization of STI for the sustainable socio-economic
development of the African continent and promotes the vision and priorities of the African Union
(AL) on regional integration.

3. The main theme of the 8" African Union Summit (22-30 January 2007, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia) was science, technology and scientific research for development and the importance of
STI as a driver of economic growth and poverty reduction in Africa. The Summit proposed that
new efforts to build constituencies and champions for STI in Africa be launched in 2007. It also
supported the establishment of the Pan-African Intellectual Property Organization (PAIPO) and
reiterated its commitment to the Khartoum 2006 Decision urging member States to allocate at
least 1 per cent of Gross Domestic product (GDP) to R&D. The Summit also endorsed the need
for South-South and North-South cooperation in STL

4. UNECA, in collaboration with AUC and other United Nations agencies and partners,
organized the Science with Africa Conference', which was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 3-7
March 2008. The conference highlighted the importance of STI in Africa’s economic growth. The
main aim was to explore how African scientists could increase their collaboration and
participation in international science initiatives and R&D projects to accelerate the use of STI in
the African development process.

- The overall theme of CODIST is “Scientific Development, Innovation and the Knowledge
Economy”, to explore how African countries are building their information and communication
technology (ICT) and science and technology (S&T) base towards attaining a knowledge and
mnovation-based economy. Policymakers must understand how to harmess and utilize STI
cffectively to achieve public goals such as public health, environmental sustainability, economic
development, and national security. For innovation to oceur, scientific, business and institutional
knowledge is required from different sources. An innovation system is based on a network within
an economic system, which connects the different organizations or stakeholders involved in the
creation, adoption, use and diffusion of scientific and technological knowledge. To promote a
coherent system of innovation requires: support for R&D: an active public sector; manufacturing,
trade and industry capability; creation of domestic markets; development of export markets;
creation of intellectual property systems; and creation of an appropriate policy environment.
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IL. Concepiual framework

6. The term “knowledge economy™ (KE) reflects the increasing importance of knowledge
for economic development - an economy in which knowledge is the key resource. A knowledge-
driven economy is one in which “the generation and the exploitation of knowledge have come to
play the predominant part in the creation of wealth. It is not simply about pushing back the
frontiers of knowledge; it is also about the more effective use and exploitation of all types of
knowledge in all manner of economic activity™. In short, the knowledge economy is an economy
that creates, disseminates and uses knowledge to enhance its growth and competitiveness.
Contrary to some beliefs, it is not necessarily about high-tech systems or information technology
(IT}. For example, the application of new techniques to subsistence farming can increase yields
significantly; the use of information and logistical services can allow traditional craft sectors to
serve much wider markets than before; instant messaging and online information creating
opportunities for African women entrepreneurs to connect to regional and global supply chains;
and the application of environmental technologies and practices enabling the ‘Green Revolution”
to take place in developing countries. These are all examples of the knowledge economy in
acton.

1. One of the most important determining factors in the knowledge-intensive economy is the
speed of S&T innovation. Innovation in products, processes and organizational structures is a
major source of growth and is a result of numerous interactions by a community of actors and
institutions. Knowledge is important in encouraging innovation and creativity. However, many
African countries have not accorded serious attention to STIs as engines of long-term, planned
development.

8. The central role of knowledge and innovation in economic growth is widely
acknowledged in developed countries, It is evident from these countries that the creation of a
knowledge economy and knowledge-based industries does not happen in isolation, but is highly
correlated with:

a) The general health of the economy;

b) The capacity of companies to engage in new endeavours and self-awareness of such
capacity;

c) Existence of the human capital within the companics and availability of additional
supply;

d) Conducive operating environment, including legal and regulatory regime; and

€) Access to financial resources.

9. Investments in capacity building and S&T, particularly in strong innovation systems and
in R&D, are necessary in a competitive environment, These investments are inevitably based on a
long-term vision for the development of a country. This notion is less widely accepted in
developing countries and the elaboration of appropriate and efficient policies for knowledge-
based development processes is particularly challenging in view of the more difficult political
and socio-economic eénvironment in many of these countries.

* DTI, 1998. Our Competitive Future: Building the Knowledge Driven Economy, Department of Trade and Industry,
London,
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10.  Studies have indicated that successful transition 1o a knowledge economy can be attained
through four pillars considered critical as countries make more effective use of knowledge for
overall economic and social development’,

These are:

a) An economic and institutional regime that provides incentives for the efficient use of
existing knowledge, creation of new knowledge and the flourishing of
entrepreneurship;

b) An educared and skilled papulation that can create, share and use knowledge well;

c) A dynamic information infrastructure that can facilitate the effective
communication, dissemination and processing of information: and

d) An efficient innovation system of firms, science/research centres, universities, think
tanks, consultants and other organizations that can tap into the growing stock of
global knowledge, assimilate and adapt it to local needs and create new knowledge.

11.  Although several countries in Africa have successfully embarked on National Information
and Communication Infrastructure (NICI} and National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI)
processes that articulate long-term policy, infrastructure, content and application strategies as an
integral part of their overall national development goals, implementation still remains a major
challenge. Concerted efforts are still required to enable countries to build efficient innovation
systems, through investment in R&D, education and ICT infrastructure.

III. Sub-themes
12, The CODIST sub-committees will address issues under the following two sub-themes:

(a)  The Enabling Environment for Innovation; and
(k) Innovation and Economic Growth,

3.1  The Enabling Environment for Innovation
Framework conditions for innovation

13.  Reviving growth through productivity is a main economic challenge for many African
countries. High innovation performance will play a key role in boosting productivity. The
enabling environment for innovation should stimulate knowledge creation and absorption by
enterprises to enhance competitiveness, exploit synergies between enterprises and other centres of
knowledge and provide incentives and support inputs for innovation. This is so particularly
with respect to a reliable legal framework, reliable information, a sophisticated financial system,
a well-educated labour force, balancing demand and supply for highly qualified human resources
for S&T and a favourable taxation regime.

4. To improve innovation performance, governments should meet the needs of all actors
more comprehensively and efficiently and address to the following:

* Derek H.C Chen, and Carl ). Dahlman, “The Knowledge Economy, the KAM Methodology and World Bank
Operations”, The World Bank, Oct 2005,

£
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a) Pursue efforts to increase competition and reduce market segmentation by
revising the domestic market laws and eliminating any administrative and
technical barriers to imports and negotiating the same for access to external
markets;

b) Remove administrative regulatory and financial barriers to entrepreneurship by
streamlining administrative procedures, improving the tax regime and the
nstitutional and regulatory framework for venture capital (high cost of equity
financing impairs the creation and growth of small innovative firms);

c) Improve the supply of human resources in S&T by pursuing reforms in the
university systems including incentives for increasing women's interest in
science and engineering;

d) Accord high priority for public funding of STI in order to achieve world class
research and innovative performance;

¢) Promote exchange between the public sector and academia regarding career
patterns and mobility for cooperative research; and

f) Take measures to make STI policies more responsive to the needs of the service
sector including the financial industry.

Infrastrucrure

15.  The availability and application of information is a key driver of a firm’s ability to create
and absorb new ideas. Electronic communication systems are at the centre of this information
transfer process, so investment in ICT infrastructure is one way of stimulating growth in national
innovation and economic productivity. Africa still lags behind other regions in terms of cost of
doing business thus reducing potentially achievable growth rates. The unreliable infrastructure is
one of the major reasons for the high transaction costs. This has led to much higher indirect costs
thus reducing net productivity compared to competitors in the rest of the world,

16.  ICT infrastructure is the foundation for ICT services and applications such as e-
commerce, o-government, geoinformation systems and so on. For instance, with the
developments in space and digital technologies in the past two decades, the time and cost for
availing spatial information and maps for development and management purposes have been
greatly reduced. The SDI aims to promote the increased access to and use of spatially based
information resources in decision-making processes and employing appropriate ICT that lead 1o
sustainable development within the respective sector. Moreover, this infrastructure is essential for
African countries to achieve regional integration and to enable inclusive participation in the
knowledge economy. Economic growth in Africa will depend upon widespread access to ICT
services, which in turn provide access to local, national, regional and global markets. It becomes
of paramount importance that national, regional backbones and cross-border links are expanded
and rural access prioritized, in parallel with the deployment of applications that effectively utilize
connectivity for productivity.

Human resource development

17.  Human resource development is the main factor for economic prosperity and it is
important that priority is accorded to investing in human capacity development. It is well
acknowledged that the evolving knowledge-based economy has created continuous demand for a
highly skilled workforce in the development, use and deployment of STI for socio-economic
development, characterized by an ever increasing demand for highly skilled human resources for
developing and maintaining a competitive edge in the global market. Educated and skilled human

ki
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resources form human capital, that is, the skills embodied in workers. These become the most
valuable assets and a central pillar in development and growth. High-quality S&T education and
training at all levels therefore becomes the core of a nation’s technological and economic
progress. A well-trained workforce is essential to the efficient acquisition, utilization, creation
and dissemination of the relevant knowledge and skills that tend to increase productivity and
economic growth. Since education is a fundamental key to wealth creation and competitiveness in
the global knowledge economy, education and training providers will play a pivotal role in
supporting all members of society as they adjust to the new environment of developing a vibrant
knowledge-based economy.

I8, Since education and training are the key enablers of the knowledge economy, an S&T
education policy should be established to address national needs. New efforts are required for the
attraction, development and retention of S&T talent. Centres of excellence are needed for S&T to
flourish and support world-class S&T institutional collaboration. Virtual networks of excellence
linking professionals from different locations working on similar problems through the power of
ICT, can multiply the potential effectiveness of individual centres. Regional S&T support
networks also need to be stimulated and strengthened.

19.  For the knowledge economy in Africa to be successful, strengthening alliances for
investment in training (formal, informal, vocational, lifelong learning, etc.) and human resource
development are essential in the building of societies that are increasingly knowledge-based. The
private sector is now recognized as the primary global force in S&T research and development.
Funding is needed to encourage public-private partnerships and promote joint rescarch. It is
recognized that the core of research ability will be developed in higher education institutions such
as universities and technical colleges. Thus, it is crucial that there is a commitment by national
governments to achieve quality S&T higher education and appropriate training mechanisms.

20.  Africa needs to strengthen its S&T base and capacity in order to:

a) Bridge the scientific divide, and enhance the use of S&T as an enabler for poverty
reduction, growth and socio-economic development;

b) Increase the number of scientists, technicians and engineers;

¢) Improve infrastructure and facilities for R&D;

d) Improve basic skills in the formal and informal sectors; and

¢) Use innovative approaches to improve the quality of primary and secondary
education.

21. Areas to be covered under this sub-theme include:

a) Regulatory reform in ICT infrastructure, STI and R&D policies and investment to
foster innovation;

by STI indicators;

¢) S&T statistics for science policy and decision-making;

d) Broadband infrastructure provision in universities and R&D institutions;

e) Availability of non-commercial e-services — such as e-government, e-learning,
telemedicine, R&D networking which also addresses the needs of African women
and girls, etc;

f) Promotion of earth observation S&T culture among Africans, particularly the youth;

g) Geospatial data infrastructure - standards and interoperability, common geodetic
framework, clearinghouses and metadata standards, direct receiving and broadcasting

p—
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of data and products (e.g. GeonetCast system), land management information systems
(LMIS), etc;

h) Prioritized innovation in the development of the education curriculum {from
primary to tertiary education);

i) Local innovation, communities and indigenous knowledge capacities; and

1) African KE benchmarks in education.

32 Innovation and Economic Growth
Innovation and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)

22.  IPR regimes affect the diffusion of scientific knowledge, the innovation process and
ultimately, economic performance. The increasing importance of IPR in the innovation system is
reflected in the growing number of patents in developed and to a lesser extent, in developing
countries. Patent regimes have undergone major changes in recent years, most of them
strengthening the rights of patent holders and extending the scope of patentable inventions.
Patents play an increasingly important role in business strategies and the commercialization of
technology. Some of the reasons advanced for the increase in IP-related activities include:

a) Information technology, especially the Internet, is dramatically reducing the cost of
disseminating knowledge thus making imitation easier, leading firms to seek for
more protection;

b) Technology markets are on the increase leading to the unfettered availability of
knowledge and thus more filings for IPR in such markets:

c) Increased competition as markets are often less regulated than before such that new
entrants supporied by venture capital can destabilize incumbents, making IPR a
desirable route for protection against competitors; and

d) IPR is an instrument with which govermnment could provide incentives for invention
and diffusion of technology by structuring IPR regimes to bolster innovation and
economic growth.

Innovation, markets and business

23.  Developing an innovation-driven economy is crucial for competitiveness. A key concept
linking innovation and technology with growth and development is productivity. Transformation
in the capabilities of business enterprises is the key to achieving innovation and consequent
productivity and performance gains, both for firms and for nations. Technological change is one
of the major forces resulting in improved productivity and growth of income per capita.

It implies enhanced productive capabilities, which can potentially be used to fulfill a variety of
human needs and realize social goals in the context of economic development. Innovation in
products, processes and organizational structures is a major source of growth and is a result of
numerous interactions by a community of actors and institutions.

24. It is also well recognized that information and knowledge-based economies are
characterized by targeted investment in cutting-edge R&D., Higher levels of R&D are correlated
with higher levels of economic performance and thus, the importance of R&D cannot be
overlooked as economies become more knowledge-based, Countries that have taken the lead are
reaping the benefits of R&D potential and accelerated innovation and taking advantage of
emerging global markets.
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23. A broad-based innovation strategy should highlight the need for a demand-driven
approach. Agricultural researchers in African countries, for instance, are facing a growing range
of challenges in as much as they are required to respond effectively to the demands of
policymakers, private sector investors, donor agencies, farmers and other stakeholders in the agri-
food chain. Their research outputs must improve agricultural productivity, food quality and food
safety and contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and sustainable development.

26.  Mobile communications significantly improve quality of life, providing the tools tn
deliver enormous socio-economic benefits to people in developing countries. Connectivity helps
to offset the lack of resources, particularly in rural areas, and provides access to a range of
services, including education and healthcare, agriculture, finance, government services, small
business development, etc. The annual growth rate in mobile subscription in Africa in 2007 was
more than 40 per cent, with more than 80 million new subscribers. This means that network
operators introducing and expanding mobile broadband services with an emphasis on developing
affordable, sustainable applications and services for rural communities now have a competitive
edge in this sector.

27.  There is also need for an innovation-friendly market for businesses, the lack of which is
the main barrier to investment in research and innovation. Such a market would stimulate and
encourage innovation and, in so doing, provide firms with the incentive to raise their R&D levels
and apply the full range of new technologies successfully. This requires actions on regulation,
standards, public procurement, intellectual property and establishment of a culture that fosters
and celebrates innovation,

28.  Innovation is not only from high technology sectors. Informal collaborations within and
between organizations lead to greater and more sustainable innovations than would formal
rmmhmddwdnpmem.ﬁus.hminﬂﬁnmdmmfumﬂwﬁm:u]mm
processes to set themselves up to compete on innovation. The financing of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) and equity markets can play a critical role in fostering economic productivity
by financing innovation. To increase access to equity finance for SMEs, a growing number of
developing countries are creating specialized equity markets stemming from the realization that a
specialized capital market segment can provide risk capital for prospective entrepreneurs and
promote innovation crucial for sustainable economic growth. These markets could offer a variety
of benefits, including greater access to growth capital for innovative SMEs, new jobs through
entrepreneurship development, more investment opportunities for domestic portfolio investors
and local venture capitalists, new sources of revenue for local stock exchanges, and an expanded
mechanism for recycling public funds to promote SMEs.

29.  In general, business organizations spend a significant amount of their turmover on
innovation, making changes to their established products, processes and services. Systematic
programmes of organizational innovation are most frequently driven by:

a) Improved quality;

b} Creation of new markets;

¢) Extension of the product range;

d) Reduced labour costs;

e) Improved production processes;
f) Reduced materials;

g) Reduced environmental damage;
h) Replacement of products/services:

1O
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1} Reduced energy consumption; and
1} Conformance to regulations.

30.  Science cooperation and investment in African science-based organizations can only
benefit African economies and peoples if adequate mechanisms exist, not only to increase the
regional knowledge base, but also 1o utilize the knowledge for economic development, As an
example, geospatial technologies and related disciplines are now commonly considered as the

driving force behind many applications and web services. Location-based mobile services
(LBMS) are some of the high-profile services in emerging markets.

31.  Whereas several African couniries are improving their science, engineering and
technology base, further efforts are required to enable economic benefits from publicly financed
S&T. Concerted efforts are still needed to improve the commercialization of research results
covering all stages of the development chain, such as:

a) The transfer of knowledge and technology through the exchange of scientists:

b) The agreement of research contracts and the licensing of technology;

¢} The protection of research results through Intellectual Property Rights (IPR); and

d) Financing schemes for the commercialization of research results such as venture
capital and start-up funds.

32, Areas to be covered in this sub-theme include:

a) IPR and Patents - addressing the lack of awareness on [PR among policymakers,
parliamentarians, government officials, local communities and innovators;

b} Inadequacy of the international [PR regime 10 boost Africa’s innovation base, the
impact of IP protection on innovation and technology transfer in Africa, how
patents promote creativity and innovations, and IP policies;

c) Policy and regulatory issues on the knowledge economy - legal and regulatory
frameworks; financial regulations for the electronic economy;

d) Cyber-security issues;

e) Infrastructure policy issues;

f) Electronic economy and IPR;

g) Technology transfer and indigenous technologies:

h) Geoinformation and creative industries - gecinformation and emerging challenges
and opportunities in Africa (food markets, carbon market, etc.), uses and benefits of
geospatial information in socio-economic development, for enhancing economic
growth, mapping social indicators, data integration and analysis framework, etc;

i} 1CT4D innovations for poverty reduction:

i) Offshore businesses:

k) Promotion of open source solutions;

[) The innovation chasm - the gap between research and the application of
products/services created from such research (the gap between knowledge
generation and knowledge application); SMEs and ICTs - e-business, m-banking, etc;

m) Promotion of entreprencurship to build innovation capacities;

n} Creation of domestic markets and development of export markets; and

0) Integration of technology planning in the socio-economic development planning
process.
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Objectives
The main objectives of CODIST-I are:

2) To review and share best practices on the progress achieved by member States in
building inclusive, people-centred knowledge societies through their national, regional
and international initiatives and cooperation;

b} To review and share best practices on the progress achieved in building national and
regional STI systems, policies and mechanisms for socio-economic development
of the continent;

¢) To create opportunities for benchmarking Africa’s innovation performance against
such key pillars of the knowledge economy as education/capacity building, ICT
infrastructure/infostructures, regulatory and economic/institutional regimes, etc;

d} To review progress achieved on the recommendations and actions of CODI-V: and

e} To provide a roadmap (policy directions) for member States to enhance African
scientific development, innovation and the knowledge economy.

|
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First Session of the Committee on Development Information Science and Technology
(CODIST-T)

28 April - 1 May 2009

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

Welcome to Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia and to the upcoming First Session of the Committee on
Development Information Science and Technology (CODIST - I) scheduled to take place from
28 April - | May 2009 at the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC) at the Headquarters of
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (LINECA).

It is important to take note of the following information, which will further assist you in the
planning, and logistics of your travel to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

IMMIGRATION REQUIREMENTS

Visas are required for all visitors and delegates traveling to Ethiopia, except for nationals of
Djibouti and Kenya. However, participants attending meetings/seminars/workshops at the
UNECA can be issued visas on arrival at Bole International Airport. The requirements for such
visas on arrival are as follows:

I=

You must provide the following information to the event organisers four weeks in
advance of arrival in Addis Ababa:

- Full names (as in your passport)

- Nationality of passport

- Passpont details (passport number, date issues, expiry date)

- Flight details (flight number, arrival and departure dates and times)

You must present an official letter of invitation to the Immigration Authorities at the
airport;
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3- You must pay a visa fee of between USS20 and USS$60, depending on your nationality,
payable in US Dollar currency at the time of issue. However, holders of diplomatic and
service passports, as well as United Nations Laissez-Passer will receive visas gratis.

It would however be preferable, and more convenient for vou, if you could obtain the visa from
the Ethiopian diplomatic mission in your country prior to departing, unless there is no Ethiopian
diplomatic mission in your country.

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Visitors to Ethiopia should be in possession of a valid yellow fever health certificate.
Vaccination against cholera is also required for any person who has visited or transited a cholera-
infected area within six days prior to arrival in the country (Zimbabwe, South Africa, Botswana
efc).

Addis Ababa, lying between 2200-2500 metres above sea level, is the third highest capital in the
world and new visitors may experience discomfort until they adjust to the altitude — symptoms
can include headaches, shortness of breath, fatigue and insomnia.

Medical services are provided at the United Nations Health Centre (UNHC) situated on the
ground floor of the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC) on a cash basis (both
consultations fees and purchase of medication will be paid for). Those delegates who are covered
under different insurance companies will be given receipts to enable them process and claim the
cost of treatment where necessary. Note that most medications at UNHCC are not sold over the
counter and so may require that a physician reviews the situation and make a prescription for
them to be issued by the pharmacy. It is important that delegates provide on the registration
form, details of any serious ailments or allergies they may be suffering from to facilitate
emergency attention if need be. Delegates with chronic health conditions and who are on regular
medication should bring along sufficient quantities to last during the period of workshop. This is
to avoid situations whereby a delegate runs out of medication and the said medicine cannot be
procured locally.

Remember most common illnesses of travelers have to do with food poisoning. Avoid eating
uncooked foods, which can easily lead to diarrhea and other discomforts. Medical services are
opened 24/hours. However, after 5.30p.m. the services are reduced 1o call duty doctor and nurse
only!

In case of a medical emergency, please contact:

Dr. Grace Fombad
OIC - United Nations Health Care Centre
Telephone: + 251 - 115 - 51 58 28 or 51 72 00 ext. 88888 or 448858
UNECA Ambulance Telephone: + 251 - 115 - 51 42 02 or 51 58 28,
Alternatively Head Nurse: Kelemwork Kejela should be contacted at the same
contact numbers.



AIRLINE RESERVATIONS

A number of International Airlines operate to and from Addis Ababa. It is required that
participants secure their retumn/onward air passage prior to their arrival in Addis Ababa. There is
a travel agency - Gashem Travel - on-site at UNECA to assist with the re-confirmation of
tickets and to provide participants with travel and tour related information. The agency at
UNECA is reachable at the following telephone numbers: Gashem Travel Tel: +251 11544 30
31744 30 52/46 84 85 or 251 0911 25 04 68 (mobile)

Apart from the travel agency, Ethiopian Airlines and Kenya Airways also have offices in the
UNECA compound and they will have travel desks at the United Nations Conference Centre in
Addis Ababa during the Conference.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

AL your request, accommodation can be reserved for you at any of the hotels listed below on a
first come first serve basis provided your itinerary details are sent before the 10™® of April 2009
All hotels will expect a final room reservation list from UNECA on the 15th of April 2009 at
17:00 hrs after which UNECA will be subjected to a cancellation penalty for rooms reserved and
not utilized.

In addition to accommodation costs, all participants will be responsible for all other
additional costs: i.e. breakfast (where not included), additional meals (ie. lunch and
dinner), telephone, Internet/fax, room service, mini-bar and laundry, payable directly to
the hotel before or at checkout time. The following hotels have been reserved for
participants during the Conference:

List of Selected Hotels

0. HOTEL Type of Rooms UN Rate

HADOT - TINA HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 4 67 39 39
ax: (251-11)4 67 41 11 ‘!Singkmnms
abile: (251-11) 907 29 37 Junior Suit LISS60.00

bsite www adot-tina.com



HOTEL Type of Rooms UN Rate
2AMBASSADOR HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6 18 82 §1/84 ISing rooms
(251-11) 6 18 76 30/31 Twin rooms US$70.00
ru: (251-11) 6 18 70 96
3AXUM HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-61 39 16 IUS$ 68.00
L’u:{li]—ll‘jﬁ-ﬁl 42 65 Ess 52.00
S$ 63.00
[USS 69.00
OLE INTERNATIONAL
OTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-63 30 00 S§ 40.00
Tel: (251-11) 6-62 78 80 S$ 45.00
S5 50.00

SF:H.IEIN HOTEL

Tel: (251-11) 5-51 3222
Tel: (251-11) 5-51 00 99
rax: (251-11) 5-50 51 50

tandard rooms [LJS% 6% .00
S5 81.00
S% 97.00

uble rooms
Suite rooms

LOBAL HOTEL
el: (251-11) 4-66-47 66
el: (251-11) 4-66-47 23

el: (251-11) 5-51 84 00

(Single rooms ‘USE 60.00

ingle ESS 160,00
Enuble S8 190.00
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HOTEL Type of Rooms UN Rate
Efutiw
ms
Single hJS! 220.00
Tel: (251-11) 5-51 00 64
ax: (251-11)5-511718 Double [USS 260.00
mail: sales addisi@hilton.com |P]I! 15% TAX
OTEL de LEOPOL
el: (251-11)5-507777
(Studio single
obile (251-11) 967 78 73 Occupancy [US$ 60.00
ax: (251-11) 5-53 14 66
ax: (251-11) 5 15 50- 80 dard room ESEE&.’W
le
. Abiy's mobile 0911-214054 upancy 5%114.00
PITER INTERNATIONAL
OTEL
el: (251-11) 5-52 73 33 'FSinglc rooms  |[USS 70.00
ax: (251-11)5-5264 18
INLALIBELA HOTEL
Tel: (251-11)6-61 4917 Single rooms S% 60.00
Fax: (251-11)6-61 55 22 [Double rooms $75.00
1MPANORAMA HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-61 60 70 ingle rooms 5% 70.00
[Fax: (251-11) 6-61 60 72 uble rvoms 5 79.00
uperior rooms  [USS §9.00

xecutive rooms [USS119.00

1 RATON HOTEL
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No. HOTEL UN Rate
Tel: (251-11)5-17 17 17 S8 165.00
ym: (251-11)5-17 27 27 5% 165.00

$$ 235.00
S% 250,00
lus 25% TAX
13TSEHAY (TDS) HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-63 58 13
16/17/19/25 Single rooms  [USS 60.00
ax: (251-11)6-62 17 38/ 011-6-
315817
14KZ HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-62 16 77/61 48 36 [Single rooms  [USS$ 58.00
Fax: (251-11)6- 18 51 38
15MN INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
Tel: (251-11) 6-62 08 31/33/34/35 lSmglemum [USS 45.00
[Fax: (251-11) 6-62 08 32

With regards to the hotel bookings, the participants are kindly requested to note the following:

1. Final deadline for submission of requests for accommodation for all hotels except Hilton and
Ghion is 10 April 2009. By this date, participants should submit the requests together with their
names and arrival/departure details. After 10 April 2008 the hotels will cancel the block
bookings made by UNECA. '

2. Final deadline for submission of accommodation requests for Ghion Hotel is 1% April 2009
and for the Hilton Hotel — 23" March 2009,

3. When requesting for a booking in a hotel offering more than one type of rooms with different
rates, delegates are requested to specify the preferred room type.

4. Rooms will be reserved on "first come, first serve” basis, Depending on room availability
participants may be booked in another hotel within the same category.,
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3. Delegates are requested to provide their contact details in the registration form. Their contact
details will be submitted to the hotels for further communication, Hotels may require credit card
details or other means of guarantce from the delegates.

Kindly send your hotel preference by 10 April 2009 to:

Publication and Conference Management Section (PCMS)

Telephone Nos.; +251-11 351 4945 or +251-11 544 3556

Fax Nos.: 4251-11 551 0512 or +251-11 551 0105

e-mail : unce-aa@uneca.org Cc: codist@uneca.ora, Pbelanger@uneca.org,
tamoussougbo/@uneca.org

RECEPTION ON ARRIVAL

Participants will be met on arrival at Bole International Airport and will be assisted with the
formalities regarding immigration and customs etc by officials from UNECA. The date and time
of arrival in Addis Ababa with flight details should be sent to uncc-aaf@uneca.org Ce:

codist@uneca.org. Phelanger@uneca.org, amoussougho@uneca.org, Fax Nos.: +251-11 551
0512. Subsequent changes should also be communicated.

TEMPORARY IMPORT OF LAPTOPS AND OTHER CONFERENCE EQUIPMENT

To comply with the import customs regulations of the Government of Ethiopia Conference
participants should declare laptops and Conference equipment they in their possession when
entering the country. In order to be able to assist with the temporary import of the above-
mentioned items, it is advisable to send the detailed specifications of the items to be brought into
the country, together with the arrival/departure details of the participant to UNECA before the
15" of April 2009. Such items will be registered for temporary import by the customs office and
they are expected to be taken out of the country soon after the Conference.

REGISTRATION AND IDENTIFICATION BADGES

Registration will take place daily from 27 April to 01 May 2009 (8:30am — 01:00pm & 14:30pm
- 20:30pm) at the Delegate Registration Building, in front of UNCC main gate. A full list of
confirmed participants will be made available to the UNECA Security and participants will have
be in possession of their Identification Badges to be allowed entry into the UNECA compound.

Kindly remember to bring your invitation letter(s) and personal identification for on site
accreditation. For identification and security reasons, remember to wear Identification Badges at
all times during the Conference and at official social functions.
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CATEGORIES OF PARTICIPATION
Official Delegates

These are persons designated by a member State to represent and speak on the member State’s
behalf. While countries usually draw the majority of their official delegation from the civil
service, we would encourage that practitioners from the private sector and academia are also
considered. There is no limit to the size of the official delegation. However, in the rare instance
that an issue comes to a vote, each delegation would only have one vote. Note that member
States are responsible for the travel and subsistence costs of their delegation.

Observers

Practitioners and stakeholders in any substantive field within CODIST's purview who are not
official delegates are encouraged to participate as observers. Observers include representatives of
non-member countries, development partners, non-governmental and civil society organizations.
While observers are free to attend all CODIST sessions, they are not allowed to vote. Observers
are responsible for all their travel and subsistence costs.

Exhibitors

Persons, organizations, or corporate entities that have products, services, or information to
exhibit and disseminate are invited to attend as exhibitors. The United Nations Conference
Centre levies nominal fees for exhibition space. Corporate exhibitors are also invited to advertise
themselves by sponsoring Conference bags with their corporate logo on them, along with the UN
logo. Like observers, exhibitors are free to participate in all sessions and are not allowed to vote.

TRANSPORT

Delegates will arrive at Bole International Airport, which is located just 5 kilometres from the
centre of Addis Ababa. UNECA will provide courtesy transport that will collect delegates from
the Airport.

UNECA buses will ferry participants back and forth from hotels to the Conference venue in the
momings and at the end of the daily sessions. UNECA will not provide transport during lunch
breaks.

For any other transport requirements and at the end of the Conference, delegates can book a taxi
from the National Tourism Organization (NTO) by calling + 251- 115 - 51 18 22 or + 251-115 -
51 84 00 or make arrangements with the hotel in which they are accommodated.
SECURITY and SAFETY

Personal security is an individual responsibility. Using common sense and being alert can reduce
risks. The aim of this Security Bulletin is to provide Conference participants, with the necessary
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personal security advice, making them aware of the existing security rules and regulations that
apply within the UNECA premises and in Addis Ababa.

The best way to remain safe is to avoid trouble at all costs, rather than having to extricate
yourself later. The United Nations Security and Safety service is always ready to serve all its
clients. In this regard, the cooperation of all participants at this meeting would help us a great
deal in ensuring your personal safety and the safety of your valuables.

In order to help UNECA Security and Safety service undertake their duties efficiently, the
following rules should be observed while you are in the UNECA premises:

* Display your Conference Badge. on demand to an authorized person and wear it visibly.

* Do not leave bags and parcels unattended; they will be confiscated or destroyed.

* Display the vehicle passes issued.

* Do not bring unauthorized persons and children into the Conference centre.

* Safeguard your valuable property.

* Check for your documents and items before you leave Conference halls and mecting
rms.,

* If you lose any valuable items within the premises, inform the UN Security and Safety
Service or inform the nearest Security Officer.

When you are out of UNECA premises and in your hotel:

* Upon entering or leaving your room, make it a habit to lock vour door,

* Before leaving, inspect your room to make sure no money, jewelry, cameras, efc. have
been left exposed.

* Deposit valuables or portable items at the reception desk and obtain a receipt.

* Do not open packages delivered to you unless you are expecting them.

* Should you observe anything suspicious or out of the ordinary, please contact the
Security Service.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

UN Control Room - Addis Ababa (24 hrs) +251 - 115- 445135/ 516537 / 512945
Security Chief +251- 0911 201802

Deputy Chief +251-0911 508578

Emergencies outside of Addis

UN Operations Centre (24 hrs) + 251-115-511726

Sat Phone +87162546835

Police Emergency Numbers (24 hrs) 911

City Police +251-115 572100/ 572121

Federal Police: +251-115-524077 / 526302 / 526303

PR
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ICT SERVICES

The United Nations Conference Centre is equipped with wireless Internet services. Kindly
contact the Conference services information desk should you have problems in accessing the
Internet at any time. Please be advised that Blackberry Services are not available in Ethiopia,

MOBILE PHONES

Participants are encouraged to come to Addis Ababa with their dual band mobile handsets
(900/1800 MHZ). Ethiopian Telecommunication Company (ETC) offers SIM Cards with pre-
charged airtime. The total package, which costs US$ 41, includes US$ 3 airtime. Note that
Ethiopian Telecommunication Mobile Phone is instantaneously connected.

For participants coming from the United States of America kindly note that only triband mobile
handsets can be used in Addis Ababa i.e. (900/1800/1900 MHZ). The following is a list of
Ethiopian Telecommunications Company (ETC) international roaming partners:

International Roaming Partners of ETC

N® | Country Operator Name | N* | Country Operator Name
1 | Australia Optus 30 | Mauritius Emiel
Maobilkom 31 | Moroceo 1AM
2 | Belgium Base 32 | Mozambique | Mcel
Belgacom Vodacom
Mobistar 33 | Namibia MTC
3 | .Botswana Mascom 34 | Netherlands | Orange
4 | Burundi Telcel T-Mobile
5. | Cameroon MTN 35 | Nigeria Globacom
Orange MTN
6 | China China Mobile 36 | Norway Netcom
|7 | Congo(DCR) | Celtel Telnor
Vodacom 37 | Philippines | Globe Telecom
8 | Cote d'lvaire Orange 38 | Poland Polkomtel
9 | Denmark Sofon Ptk Central
TDC 39 | Quatar Tel
Telia Sonera 40 | Russia KB Impuls
10 | Dyibouti Djib Tel MTS
|1 | Finland Sonera 41 | Saudi Arabia | STC
12 | France Orange 42 | Sierra Leone | Celtel
SFR 43 | Singapore Sing Tel
| 13 | Gabon Liberties Star Hub
Celtel 44 | Slovakia Orange
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14 | Gambia Africel 45 | South Africa | Celle
15 | Germany E-Plus MTN
16 | Ghana Mobitel Vodacom
Seancom 46 | Spain TME
Equatorial
17 | Guinea Getesa 47 | Sudan Mobitel
18 | Greece Cosmote 48 | Sweden Telia Sonera
19 | Hungary Westel 49 | Switzerland | Orange
20 | India BPL{Mumbai) Swisscom
Fascel 50 | Syria Syriatel
Hexacom 51 | Tanzania Celel
Spice 52 | Turkey Aria
Hutch Turkcell
21 | Israel Cellcom 53| USA Cingulan(Genesis)
Partner{Orange) Cingular(East)
22 | Ialy TiM Cingular{West)
Vodafone 54 | Uganda Celtel
Wind UTL
23, | Kenya Kencell 55| UK 3G
Safaricom 02
24 | Kuwait Watanvia Vodafone
235. | Liechtenstein | Mobilkom 56 | Yemen Sabafon
26. | Luxemburg | P&ET Spacetel
27 | Madagascar | Orange
28 | Malawi Celtel
Telekom
Metworks
29 | Mali Ikatel

* Kindly note that the roaming facilities may sometimes not work should you come with
pre-paid cards from the above providers.

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia is as large as France and Spain combined and has an area of 1,112,000 square metres,
Addis Ababa is situated at an altitude of 2,400 metres, Agriculture is the backbone of the
national economy and the principal exports from this sector include coffee, il seeds, flowers,
vegetables, sugar and animal feed. About 90% of the population earns its living from the land.
There is also a thriving livestock sector and exports from this sector include cattle, hides and
skins.

The population of Ethiopia is estimated at 77 million with over 50% of the population under 20
years of age. The average number of inhabitants per square kilometre is 69. Ethiopia is a multi-
ethnic state with a variety of spoken languages. There are eighty-three languages with 200

Iz
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dialects and the three main languages are Amharic, Tigrigna and Oromigna. English, French,
ltalian and Arabic are also spoken, mainly in Addis Ababa. Additional information on Ethiopia
and UNECA can be found on the following websites: hup:/f'www, uneca org,

CLIMATE

Ethiopia has two main seasons, the dry season and the rainy season. The dry season lasts from
October through May, and the rainy season starts in late June and ends in September,
Temperatures depend on season and altitude.

Currently the weather is warm during the daytime and very chilly in the night, so kindly carry a
warm jacket/sweater for the evenings.

ELECTRIC SUPPLY

Electric supply in Ethiopia is 220-240 volts, 50 cycles AC accessible via 13-amp, two-pin
(Italian) socket.

CURRENCY': Birr

Ethiopian currency is denominated in “Birr” and “centimes”. The exchange rate fluctuates.
The UN official exchange rate as of 18 November 2008 was $ US1.00 = Birr 9.71

There is a branch of the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia in the UNECA compound — located in the
Rotunda. This Bank is open Monday — Friday, from 8:00 am to 12:45 pm and from 2:00 pm to
4:30 pm. There is also an authorized exchange centre (Forex) at the Sheraton Hotel and ATM
machines for Visa/Mastercard users at both the Sheraton and Hilton Hotels, which will tender
money in Birr. Bank receipts for money changed must be kept securely as they may be asked for
on departure.
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For more information, please contact the following:

Management and partnership

Ms. Aida Opoku-Mensah,

Director

ICT, Science and Technology Division (ISTD)
Economic Commission for Africa

P.0. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: +251-11-55 11 408

Fax: +251-11-55 10 511

E-mail: g

Organizing committee

Mr. Thierry H. Amoussougbo

Chairperson, CODIST-1 Organizing Committee

Economic Commission for Africa
P.O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251-11-54 43 503

Fax: +251-11-55 10 512

e-mail: tamoussougho/@uneca.org. cc: codist@uneca.org

Geo-information ICT
Mr. Ezigbalike Dozie Mr. Sizo Mhlanga
Chiel of Section Chief of Section
Geo-Information Team ICT Team

ICT, Science and Technology Division (ISTD)
Email:

Phone: +251-11-54 44 718

Fax: +251-11-535 10512

ICT, Science and Technology Division (ISTDY)
Email: smhlangaiiuneca org, cc : cc:

codist@uneca.org
Phone: +251-11-54 43 636
Fax: +251-11-55 10512

Science and Technology

Conference logistics (registration, travel and
hotel accommaodation)

Mr. Alex Tindimubona

Chief of Section

Science and Technology Team

ICT, Science and Technology Division (ISTD)
Email: tindimubona@uneca.org, cc:
codist@uncca.org

Phone: +251-11-54 43 038
Fax: +251-11-35 10 512

Phone: +251-11-54 43 247
Fax: +251-11-55 10 512
and

Name: Ms. Elizabeth Getachew
Email: egetachew@uneca.org,

cc: codisti@uneca.org
Phone: +251-11-54 45 320
Fax: +251-11-55 10 512




